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YARA AND OTHER KIDS   

Past:     

Salem Music Center, which was founded in 
2010, it is a Palestinian  initiative in 
cooperation with the Village Group in Israel 
that provides musical opportunities to 
Palestinian youngsters. Situated near to 
Nablus (Palestine), its student intake is 
drawn from the villages that surround the 
city.  

For further information about the centre, 
please visit the following links:  

http://villagesgroup.wordpress.com/2009/06/12/m
usic-center-rquest-for-support/ 

http://villagesgroup.wordpress.com/2010/09/19/sal
em-music-center-3-year-plan/ 

http://villagesgroup.wordpress.com/2010/04/10/so
metimes-dreams-do-come-true-childrens-music-
center-in-salem-opens/ 

Present: 

   Salem’s council hall has hosted Salem 
Music Center’s activities since its 
foundation. As a direct result of the 
council’s support, the center has been able 
to help local children to develop their 
musical and singing abilities to a high level.  

    

 

 Unfortunately, we were informed (by the 
council) that the hall would be needed to 
host other events. As a result, all of the 
instruments have since been removed from 
the hall. 

This meant that we had to stop training for 
about two months. The withdrawal of our 
musical classes had a hugely negative 
impact upon the children who participated 
in our activities at the centre: the smiles 
vanished from their faces and they felt sad 
because music had come to play such an 
important role in their lives.  

       Yara, a 15-year-old violinist, described 
her feelings when she realized that she 
could no longer practice her instrument 
and that there was a possibility that the 
center may not open again. 

She said: “Three years ago, Music changed 
my life since I was moved by its magic. 
Now, the life and its joy have been fading 
since the centre terminated its activities. 
The sound of my violin became a glimpse 
of hope in my life. Music became my blood, 
{and} I wouldn’t know what to do if the 
center terminates its activities.   

 

 

Music became the fountain of happiness to 
me because the centre has become my 
family and its musical instruments are my 
friends. It is difficult to imagine my life 
without it. {If the center closes}, I will be 
like sad musical instruments which sing 
their sorrow and loneliness. 

I do not want something like this to 
happen because a feeling of sorrow and 
loneliness will accompany me since I used 
to live with the instruments, my trainers 
and friends in the centre.  

I wish that the centre continues its work, 
and draws the smiles on the faces of all the 
children. Everyone needs it, especially here 
in Palestine; we need the smiles so much to 
elevate our spirit. “ 

Future: 

We work hard to be registered officially in 
the Palestinian authority in order to be 
able to receive financial support from 
organizations and even from the 
government. If this happens, it means we 
can receive financial support from NGOs 
and even the Palestinian Authority, plus 
the private sector, which already 
supported us. 

“WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE 
DONORS WHO HELPED US IN THIS 
PROJECT AND WITHOUT THEIR HELP THE 
PROJECT WOULDN'T HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE.” 

Salem Music Center-West Bank 
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The recognition is particularly important 
because it has become clear to us that we 
will only be able to continue to run the 
center if we receive further financial 
support (from any one of these sources). 
However, we currently anticipate that it 
will take time to secure this support. 

Fortunately this challenge is urgent, as one 
of our friends from USA has kindly stepped 
in to provide short-term financial support. 
As a consequence of her support, we plan 
to shortly re-open the center (at our new 
home). 

However this funding support is relatively 
limited, and will only cover rent costs for 
the forthcoming year until the stability of 
our financial situation. 

Due to the enforced financial restraints, 
our teaching and training will be provided 
on a purely voluntary basis – this will 
enable us to continue to provide musical 
activities for local participants. 

           Music class 

 In the music center, children learn 
new musical notes and play on their 
musical instruments in their free 
time. 

 

 

 

“In our silent, narrow streets 

I followed his footsteps… 

Dark and cloudy are the skies, 

 Bright stars shine in our eyes, 

Where hopelessness dies, 

Without asking how and why 

I heard hope with his loud cry 
 

Yasmin 

http://villagesgroup.wordpress.com
/2012/05/11/music-and-friendship-
at-salem-sunita-yasmin-and-the-
harp/ 
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This report was conducted by Abdullah Kharoub “Project coordinator”, Jubier Shtayeh “Music center manager”  “in 

cooperation with Erella Dun, Ehud Krinis “Villages group”.


