
School Transportation for the Kids of South Hebron Area 

 

Objectives: 

• Providing a suitable transportation mechanism to allow the students of Imneizel 

and the Abu Qbeita cluster to reach their schools in a timely manner.  

• Improving the educational record of the Palestinian communities in the area 

 

Background:    

Imneizel and the Abu Qbeita are Palestinian communities located near the Barrier, south 

of Road 317 in Yatta, South Hebron Area. As illustrated in the map, this area is infested 

with access problems, due first and foremost to the presence of the many settlements in 

the area (among them Susiya and Beit Yattir, in addition to some outposts).  

 

 

The location of Imneizel and Abu Qbeita cluster (beyond the Barrier) vis-à-vis As Samu’ 

The area is notoriously known for excessive settler violence, military denial from the 

Palestinian inhabitants to access to their lands and their deprivation from basic services as 

electricity and water.  



The educational needs of the area are met by only one school, in Imneizel. The 

school grades reach only up to the 10th grade and cannot be physically enlarged further 

due to the Israeli Barrier that impeded its ability to expand.  

  

Educational Problem:   

A) The village of Imneizel:  The village is located near the settlement of Beit Yatir. The 

Separation Barrier which Israel is currently building in the West Bank has physically 

isolated the village and severely impaired its ability to expand (two major incidents of 

houses demolition were inflicted on this village during the last two years).  

 

The Barrier behind the village of Imneizel that limits its natural expansion. The 

settlement of Beit Yattir looms in the background.  

The village has an old school which serves the communities of Imneizel, Huraybat Al 

Nabi, Wadi Al Amayer and the Abu Qbeita cluster. In order to complete their studies 

students from these communities have to attend the high school in As Samou'a. This 

school is, however, located about 9 kilometers from these villages. The students, both 



males and females, have to go back and forth each and every day in any weather and 

condition. Due to the lengthy distance and the physical difficulties, a large number of the 

students have stopped attending school in recent years. Girls have been especially 

affected by this transportation problem; least 10 girls have finished their 10th grade in 

Imneizel School only to be forced to stay home without any further schooling due to the 

long distance to the nearest school.  

  

B) The Abu Qbeita Cluster:  The Abu Qbeita cluster is located behind the Israeli 

Barrier in the southern parts Hebron. They live in total isolation as relatives and other 

service providers are not allowed to cross the checkpoint to reach them.  

 

The checkpoint that controls access to the Abu Qbeita cluster 

The family has also been a victim to settler’s harassment as well as movement obstacles. 

In addition, the Abu Qbeita family has been a frequent victim of Israeli house demolition, 

the last of which took place in March 2008 in attempts to force them out of their land.  



 

The demolition of Abu Qbeita rooms in March 2008 

 

Please refer to Gideon Levy's article 

(http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1014098.html) for a glimpse of the agony of 

Abu Qbeita family. To add to that, an Israeli military order was issued on September 25th, 

2008 calling for the confiscation of 22 dunums of Abu Qbeita lands to be used for 

“security reasons” !!!!!!.  

 

 Abu Qbeita has two students who have finished the 10th grade at Imniezel School and 

one more is expected to finish next year. They are currently enrolled at the As Samu'a 

High School. Yet, they are facing severe problems of access at the checkpoint and have 

to leave very early in the morning in order to reach their school. These problems are 

expected to get worse during the winter rainy season.  

   



Members of the community have lately decided to take active steps in order to encourage 

parents to commit to the educational future of their kids. Some initiatives were done to 

transport the kids to and from school, but in order to arrange a systematic and 

comprehensive transportation, a sustainable source of funding in needed.  The Palestinian 

Authority doesn’t provide  any assistance regarding this project due to two main reasons; 

a) They generally ignore the small population who live in the far out periphery  b) the 

targeted areas are located in Area C (full Israeli control) which limits to the bare 

minimum any possible role played by the Palestinian Authority. As such, it is up to 

concerned citizens and grassroots organizations to stand by the targeted populations and 

to support their steadfastness.   

  

Benefits from the Project:  

In addition to the fact the such funding will allow many students, boys and girls, to 

continue their high school education, the project will also support the steadfastness of 

these two populations which face great difficulties on the hope to be able to provide a 

glimpse of better life for their offspring. It is a widely accepted by the parents of the two 

clusters that the bridge for a better life is through education. As such, it is imperative to 

find the needed funding for this project.  

  

The planned escort to As Samou'a will benefit at least 20 students on the short and 

medium runs; 8 students are currently going to As Samu' and additional 12 students 

enrolled in the 10th grade at Imneizel School. A success of the project this year would 

encourage the other 12 students to attend high school next year and not to drop out of 

school.  

 

The Request: 

The needed amount to be raised is $6,400 for the duration of the 9-month school year. 

The amount was calculated on the premise that NIS 2,500 per month will be needed to 

cover the gasoline, wear-and-tear and driver's salary. We intend to look into a number of 

options in an attempt to secure the needed funds. Thus any donation however small will 

be received with gratitude and much appreciation. 



For donations, small or large, please contact Ehud Krinis in ksehud@gmail.com. 

  

Signed:  

Hamed Qawasmeh – Hebron (qawahame20@yahoo.com)  

Erella Dunayevsky – Villages Group (danidun@shoval.org.il) 

Ehud Krinis – Villages Group (ksehud@gmail.com) 

PS:  

A number of appeals have been issued by the Imneizel School, Imneizel village council, 

the Yatta Joint Services Council in addition to Al Samu’ school calling for support for 

such a project in an effort to allow the students to continue their higher education. Copies 

of such appeals (in Arabic) can be provided upon request.  


